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COMFORTABLE, trend-conscious CHILDRENsWear BREAKS BOUndaries

Soft is the first and only line of clothing designed for children with sensory sensitivity
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New York, NY – January 2010 – Soft Clothing for All Children, created by a Brooklyn teacher/designer and a Chicago mom, introduces tagless, flat seamed, soft brushed and bio-washed cotton clothing for children ages 4-12, which address the unique sensory needs of many children without sacrificing personal style and self-expression. 

Dress up without the Drama. Everyday basics without the fuss.
Both comfortable and hip, as the tagline “Clothing for all children” suggests, Soft is for all kids. Taking inspiration from diverse sources such as classic children’s wear, high fashion, and Brooklyn street style, Soft keeps its cool by tuning into current color, print and silhouette trends while remaining true to the goal of creating extraordinarily comfortable clothing. Every child wants to look AND feel great in their clothing. Tags, seams, buttons, zippers, certain textures and trims can irritate many children to the point of distraction and discomfort and are especially troublesome for children who experience sensory sensitivity. Called “tactile defensiveness” by doctors and therapists, sensory sensitivity is a common symptom of Autism, Aspergers, Sensory Processing Disorder and many developmental disabilities. Soft is the first and only line of clothing designed for children with tactile defensiveness. 

Behind the Brand

Jessica Ralli, a special educator and graphic designer from Brooklyn, NY, and Suzy Kogen Friedman, a mom, entrepreneur and advocate for children and adults with Autism from Chicago, IL, started developing Soft in 2007. Through extensive research, case studies and working closely with manufactures and experts in design and sourcing they came up with unique design principles and a way of constructing basic clothing that is less irritating to sensitive dressers and in styles that are appropriate across all occasions from casual to dressy. “I discovered a world of frustrated kids and parents—looking for simple solutions in a one-stop AFFORDABLE shop.” Ralli says. “With the help of a few influential friends who work in fashion here in NYC and Paris, I began designing the first Soft collection.”

Ralli, a  fashion week regular and avid fashion blog follower, has no formal design training. She instead drew from her passion and looked initially to her designer friends Trevor Ballin (Design Director at Calvin Klein) and Kibwe Chase-Marshall (former designer for Michael Kors and Isaac Mizrahi) to guide her through the design process. 

Soft Builds a Community

Soft has already received over 8,000 inquiries from parents and children who are excited not only to find a solution to challenging dressing issues but also a community of support and awareness for an often misunderstood problem. Along with maintaining a blog (softclothingblog.net) dedicated to providing resources, research and style tips, and being active in the major social networks, in 2008, Soft started an online community (http://www.softsensoryworld.com) where parents can share advice and stories related to Sensory Disorders. In addition, over 5000 parents and kids contributed to the market research that guided their design process, through surveys and feedback forms.
With the Jan 1st 2010 launch of their website www.softclothing.net, Soft officially releases their capsule collection, Basics.  The entire collection is going to be trend and seasonally focused, including outerwear, socks, underwear, swimwear and adult styles, while their signature basics will always remain within the $10 - $25 price range. 

About Soft
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Many children are extra-sensitive to the texture and feel of clothing.                        Soft® is the first line of inclusive clothing designed with the needs of all children in mind, including those with sensory sensitivity, a common symptom of Autism, Sensory Processing Disorder, ADHD and many Developmental Disabilities. Soft® provides extra comfort with their use of flat seaming, 100% of the softest combed cotton, wide collars, encased elastic waistbands, printed labels (tagless) and more. Soft is based in Brooklyn, New York and designed by Jessica Ralli, a Special Educator, and Suzy Kogen Friedman, a mom and caring family member to a child with Autism, both of whom share a common goal to design clothing that can enhance a child’s social skills, sensory organization and concentration by addressing unique sensory needs but without sacrificing personal style and self expression. Soft® supports organizations that support Autism Research, Inclusive Education, and dis/Ability awareness such as the Autism Society Of America, SPD Foundation and Autism Speaks. 
Website: www.softclothing.net 

Social Network: www.softsensoryworld.com 

Blog: www.softclothingblog.net)
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